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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Philadelphia ,  March  14 th,  1863. 

IIey.  E.  E.  Adams: — 

Dear  Pastor  : — At  tlie  stated  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  held  on  the  9th  inst.,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  we  heard  with  great  pleasure,  and  we  trust  with  profit, 
the  very  able  and  interesting  discourse  delivered  hy  our  Pastor  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Third  Anniversary  of  our  Church ;  and  believing  that  a 
general  circulation  of  it  among  the  Church  and  congregation,  would  he 
productive  of  good,  we  respectfully  request  a  copy  for  publication. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  perform  the  duty  assigned  me  of  fur¬ 
nishing  you  with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 

Truly  yours, 

WM.  C.  LOGAN,  Secretary. 


Wm.  C.  Logan,  Esq.: — 


Philadelphia ,  March  VStli,  1863. 


Dear  Sir  : — I  would  not  think  of  giving 
greater  publicity  to  the  sermon  of  which  our  respected  Trustees  so  ap¬ 
provingly  speak;  but  in  view  of  the  interest  it  may  have  in  future  years 
as  a  record  of  our  early  history,  I  submit  it  to  your  kindness  and  judg¬ 
ment. 


Yours,  with  much  esteem, 


E.  E.  ADAMS. 


GOING  ON. 


“Let  us  go  on  unto  perfection.” — Hebrews  vi.  1. 


Perfection  is  the  highest  excellence  in  kind  and  degree. 
To  be  perfect  is  to  be  complete,  finished,  made  throughout, 
wanting  in  no  quality  which  the  nature  of  the  object  re¬ 
quires.  In  the  arts  it  is  the  presence  of  colors,  attitudes, 
harmonies,  relations,  and  expressions  demanded  by  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Moral  perfection  is  supreme  excellence  of  character, 
thought,  sentiment  and  life,  in  God  absolute,  in  creatures 
relative,  or  all  they  can  possess  at  the  moment.  In  our 
text,  the  word  signifies  the  highest  attainment  in  personal, 
practical  Christianity.  It  implies  that  the  believer  and 
the  church  are  not  yet  complete  in  Christian  qualities,  that 
they  may  go  beyond  repentance,  faith,  baptism — as  sym¬ 
bolizing  the  bestowment  of  spiritual  gifts,  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead  and  eternal  judgment,  which  are  only  prin¬ 
ciples  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ — first  truths  of  the  gospel. 
There  is  more  for  us  to  know  and  to  do,  to  suffer  and  to  be, 
before  the  goal  is  gained  and  the  crown  set  on  the  brow. 

Were  we  speaking  of  Christianity  as  a  divine  fact — as  the 
grand  system  of  human  recovery  from  sin  and  evil;  as  the 
revealed  plan  and  work  of  God  for  the  renovation  and  final 
perfection  of  humanity ;  as  containing  the  best  thoughts 
and  laws  of  life;  as  exhibiting  the  holiness,  the  justice,  and 
the  mercy  of  God;  as  setting  forth  human  depravity  and 
want;  as  illustrating  the  moral  possibility  of  what  man 
t  can  attain — we  must  regard  it  as  already  complete.  There 
could  not  have  been  a  better  remedial  system  than  the  Gos¬ 
pel;  a  wiser  teacher,  a  greater  Saviour  than  its  author; 
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nor  can  there  ever  be.  Christianity  is  a  perfect  system. 
It  has  all  the  law,  all  the  truth,  all  the  purity,  all  the  ten¬ 
derness,  all  the  majesty,  that  can  ever  command,  that  can 
ever  rouse,  or  win,  or  melt  the  soul  of  man.  It  has  all  the 
gifts  of  love  that  the  soul  can  receive.  It  is  a  sun  of  moral 
glory,  a  universe  of  spiritual  illumination.  Christ  is  all. 
He  proclaimed  the  loftiest  morality;  opened  to  the  world 
the  deepest  mysteries  of  God;  poured  from  the  fountain  of 
life  the  richest  stream  of  healing  and  of  joy;  opened  to 
man’s  hopes  the  broadest  fields  of  fulfilment;  summoned 
holy  thought  to  the  sublimest  plans  and  realizations; 
linked  the  errant  spirit  to  the  permanence  and  blessedness 
of  eternity;  gave  the  soul  victory  over  matter,  over  decay, 
over  sin  and  the  tomb;  making  it  happy  in  spite  of  grief, 
immortal  in  spite  of  death,  and  righteous  in  spite  of  depra¬ 
vity.  Christianity  has  done  for  the  world  what  all  other 
systems  together  could  not  do.  Had  it  done  only  what 
other  influences  have  effected — had  it  produced  only  such 
morality,  such  order,  such  social  compacts  and  mutual  cha¬ 
rities,  such  enlightenment  and  legislation,  such  civilizing 
agencies  and  results,  as  philosophy  and  learning,  science 
and  associations  have  done,  it  were  worthy  our  love  and  re¬ 
liance.  But  it  has — with  all  these  moralities  and  compacts, 
this  legislation,  philosophy,  and  social  order  operating 
against  it — wrought  out  for  the  soul  a  life  far  more  pure  and 
sublime  than  civilization.  Against  the  “pomp  and  power 
of  empires  ”  has  it  marched  with  its  conquest  of  human  sym¬ 
pathy,  intellect  and  achievement,  toward  the  perfection 
of  law,  of  feeling,  and  of  being.  It  has  sent  a  thousand 
burning  beams  through  the  black  pall  which  covered  hu¬ 
manity.  It  has  rent  many  a  chain  which  held  the  poor 
soul  to  the  kingdom  of  death.  It  has  rolled  from  the 
crushed  heart  a  burden  of  woe,  wiped  from  dimmed  eyes 
myriads  of  hot  tears,  and  chased  from  the  haunted  soul 
legions  of  guilty  apprehensions.  And  it  can  do  more. 
It  has  a  step  as  firm  as  that  of  its  first,  fresh  manhood. 
Its  plenitude  is  not  diminished ;  its  power  over  reason,  af¬ 
fection,  and  conscience  not  abated.  It  is  still  the  greatest 
agency  of  God — still  embodies  the  power  and  love  of  the 
Almighty.  It  can  break  more  chains.  It  can  pour  out  a 
deeper  tide  of  light  and  life.  It  can  roll  from  the  heart  of 
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man  all  its  burdens;  banish  all  its  fears;  remove  all  its 
guilt;  fill  all  its  aspirations;  engage  all  its  love,  and  bear 
up  all  its  hope.  Christianity,  in  this  view,  is  the  perfect 
thought  of  God;  nothing  can  be  added  to  it,  nor  taken 
from  it.  It  has  no  inherent  tendency  to  progression;  for 
like  God,  it  fills  all  bounds,  overflows  all  barriers,  and  is 
absolutely  infinite.  It  was  never  less,  it  can  never  be  more. 
It  goes  over  and  all  around  humanity — higher  than  our 
thoughts,  deeper  than  our  fears,  broader  than  our  reason — 
as  light  fills  space,  as  life  penetrates  and  enwraps  the 
world. 

But  when  we  speak  of  progressive  Christianity,  we  mean 
personal  growth  in  the  knowledge,  sentiments,  and  practices 
of  the  Christian  life. 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  the  individual  believer  is  ab¬ 
solutely  perfect.  So  far  as  his  outward  relation  to  the  law 
is  concerned,  he  can  never  go  beyond  the  act  of  God  in  jus¬ 
tifying  him.  And  the  true  standard  by  which  a  man  is  to 
be  judged  in  reference  to  his  immortality — the  standard  by 
which  God  judges  him — is  this,  namely,  his  relation  to 
Christ;  his  being  either  in  or  out  of  Christ.  If  in  him,  he 
is  perfect,  so  far  as  his  safety  is  concerned.  The  law  sees 
only  Christ — not  the  sinner.  The  act  of  pardon  sets  the 
man  at  liberty.  The  legal  process  is  ended.  The  prisoner 
is  released.  The  court  is  dissolved.  But,  so  far  as  actual 
character  is  concerned,  the  pardoned  man  is  yet  all  imper¬ 
fect.  His  views  of  truth  are  limited ;  his  affections  at  war, 
and  his  life  is  in  the  mere  infancy  of  that  progression  to 
which  it  is  destined.  Nor  is  it  enough  that  a  soul  be  re¬ 
generated,  that  its  love  be  turned  toward  holiness,  and  its 
reliance  be  placed  on  Christ.  The  great  work  of  religion 
in  the  heart  is  but  begun.  There  is  now  to  be  the  sancti¬ 
fying  process — the  soul’s  growth  to  loftier  heights,  and  to 
deeper  depths  in  truth,  godliness  and  hope. 

We  are  apt  to  imagine — we  have  been  so  taught,  indeed, 
by  religious  writers  and  teachers — that  Christianity  at  the 
present  day  is  far  less  exalted  and  controlling  in  the  church 
than  it  was  in  the  primitive  centuries.  It  is  a  common 
thing  for  us  to  hold  in  contrast  the  believers  of  those  times 
with  believers  of  this  age.  And  certainly  there  were  in 
the  first  and  following  century  multitudes  of  Christians  who 
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met  the  terrors  of  the  stake  and  of  the  amphitheatre;  who 
prayed  for  martyrdom,  and  lived  with  that  sublime  con¬ 
summation  in  view.  They  caught  the  apostolic  fire.  They  ' 
felt  the  influence  of  the  crucifixion,  and  placed  more, 
possibly,  in  the  fact  of  dying  for  Christ  than  in  that  of 
living  for  him.  Their  test  of  the  power  of  Christianity 
was  martyrdom.  They  panted  for  the  privilege  of  thus 
bearing  witness.  The  heroic  element  was  in  them.  They 
had  something  of  the  Grecian  and  Roman  idea  of  greatness. 
Death  was  not  terrible  to  them,  nor  pain.  Their  philoso¬ 
phy  had  taught  them  many  things,  which,  introduced  into 
their  religion,  gave  it  a  sinewy,  stoical  grandeur,  although  it 
did  not  impart  to  it  the  endurance  of  inward,  unseen 
temptations.  Accordingly  we  find  that  the  testimony  of 
the  Apostles  and  of  the  Spirit  is  not  wholly  favorable  to 
the  Christian  character  of  those  times;  for  while  there 
were  always  some  who  endured  unto  the  end,  whom  God 
commended,  there  were  also  always  those  who  denied  the 
saving  doctrines;  those  who  gave  themselves  up  to  impure¬ 
ness,  and  made  even  the  Lord’s  supper  an  occasion  of  riot¬ 
ing  and  drunkenness;  some  denied  that  Jesus  had  come  in 
the  flesh  ;  some  were  cut  off  not  only  from  the  church,  but 
from  life ,  as  a  punishment  for  their  carnality;  and  all  the 
Seven  Churches  of  Asia  were  rebuked  for  their  deadness 
and  corruptions.  “  They  became  extinct  indeed,  with  one 
exception,  for  their  gross  neglect  of  duty,  and  their  actual 
immoralities.” 

Now,  if  there  is  anything  that  I  desire  of  you,  brethren, 
both  as  individual  believers  and  as  a  church  of  Christ,  it  is 
your  perfection.  If  you  plant  a  tree,  you  soon  become  deeply 
interested  in  its  growth.  You  watch  every  new  bud  that 
starts  from  its  boughs,  and  hail  with  delight  each  blossom 
that  beautifies  its  branches.  And  when  it  is  crowned  with 
the  verdure  and  bloom  of  matured  life,  when  the  fruits 
blush  pendent  on  each  slender  twig,  and  its  rich  harvest 
falls  on  the  grassy  turf,  you  feel  that  you  have  gained  a 
result — that  the  expense  and  watchfulness  and  hope  which 
you  gave  to  its  young  life,  are  repaid  in  its  fruition.  If 
you  plant  a  bed  of  flowers,  your  interest  increases  as  each 
bud  comes  to  light,  and  slowly  opens  into  full  and  rounded 
beauty.  If  you  lay  the  foundation  of  a  dwelling,  you  have 
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begun  a  work  which  will  grow  in  your  anxieties  and  hopes,  at 
every  upward  stage  of  its  progress  toward  completion,  and 
reach  its  measure  of  interest  when  the  last  touch  is  given, 
and  it  stands  a  finished  structure  fitted  for  the  habitation  of 
man.  Doubtless  even  the  Son  of  God  looked  forward  to  the 
end  of  his  mission  and  earthly  life,  and  when  he  exclaimed, 
“  It  is finished it  was  with  something  like  the  feeling  of 
triumph  which  attends  the  completed  work  of  a  mere  mor¬ 
tal.  His  joy  was  mingled  with  agony,  but  it  was  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  success. 

Is  it  strange,  then,  that  as  your  pastor,  whom  God 
has  honored  with  a  mission  to  you  which  I  have  feebly 
attempted  to  fulfil,  as  the  visible  inaugurator  of  this  church, 
I  should,  from  every  principle  of  a  just  ambition,  and  much 
more  from  a  sense  of  the  greatness  of  the  work — as  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  a  perpetual  instrumentality,  as  an  illustration  of  what 
the  Gospel  is,  and  can  do — continue  to  look,  and  to  pray  for 
your  growth  in  every  quality  that  pertains  to  the  true 
church,  until  you  are  crowned  with  perfect  glory  in  the 
other  life! 

I.  Christian  progress  toward  perfection  consists  partly 
in  rising  from  elementary  to  complete  views  of  truth. 

It  is  often  said  that  but  for  an  ideal  which  we  have  not 
yet  attained,  which  we  cannot  attain  at  once,  and  without 
struggle  and  discipline,  we  shall  not  be  likely  to  become 
eminent  in  any  course  of  life.  The  nation  that  loses  sight 
of  its  ideal  goes  down.  The  poet  whose  thought  is  not 
higher  than  the  ordinary  level  of  mental  action,  cannot 
soar  with  strength  and  freedom  and  beauty.  The  artist 
must  have  an  inward  view  of  form  and  posture,  of  tone  and 
expression,  purer,  nobler  than  his  actual  attainment.  The 
Christian  has  an  ideal  for  belief,  for  sentiment,  and  imita¬ 
tion.  Truth  is  the  ideal  of  man’s  soul.  It  is  the  divine 
i  thought  to  which  our  thoughts  are  summoned,  and  by  which 
they  are  to  be  moulded  and  controlled.  We  have  in  our 
repentance,  in  our  first  faith,  in  the  doctrines  of  the  resur¬ 
rection  and  eternal  judgment,  the  principles  of  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Christ;  we  may  go  on  to  a  more  thorough  renunci¬ 
ation  of  unbelief,  to  a  clearer,  higher  view  of  the  new  life, 
and  of  the  grand  moral  attributes  and  realities  involved  in 
the  final  destiny  of  souls;  we  may  also  leave  these  and  turn 
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the  whole  current  of  our  thoughts  and  studies  to  the  larger 
revelations  of  God  in  Christ,  to  his  government  and  second 
advent,  to  the  glory  that  is  yet  to  radiate  from  his  pre¬ 
sence  and  his  throne  over  all  realms,  and  through  the  mille- 
nium. 

We  may  study  the  wonders  of  divine  justice  as  it  writes 
its  characters  in  the  constitution  of  nature,  sounds  itself 
abroad  in  providence,  and  gives  us  the  record  of  its  minis¬ 
tration  in  the  Word.  We  may  rise  rapturously  into  the 
presence  of  that  divine  and  fatherly  goodness  which  was 
displaced  by  the  myth  of  a  grim  and  thundering  Jove, 
and  which  our  conscience  is  even  now  too  ready  to  clothe 
with  implacable  severity.  We  may  dwell  on  the  harmony 
of  those  attributes,  which,  if  beheld  only  in  their  isolated 
state,  would  either  drive  us  to  despair,  or  flatter  us  to  pre¬ 
sumption.  We  may  go  out  upon  the  wide  and  wonderful 
relations  with  which  the  life  and  death  of  Christ  have 
bound  the  moral  world.  We  may  separate  from  the  pure 
and  holy  beauty  of  truth,  as  God  sees  it  and  has  made  it 
known,  the  mists  and  the  smoke  of  human  dogma  and  ec¬ 
clesiastical  edict.  We  may  go  for  divine  ideas  where  they 
are  not  dwarfed  and  made  human,  but  where  they  shine 
in  their  largeness  and  celestial  splendor.  We  may  bring 
back  to  our  souls  the  lost  anthem  of  angels  and  the  wounded 
dove  of  peace.  We  may  call  back  the  form  of  truth  which 
sin  has  banished,  and  give  her  a  home  in  the  world  where 
she  has  been  too  long  a  pilgrim. 

Going  on  unto  perfection  is  going  on  through  the  fields 
of  sacred  truth,  filling  each  heart,  every  family,  and  the 
whole  church  with  its  pure  and  searching  light;  unsealing 
to  the  intellect  and  to  the  conscience  what  God  is  and 
what  he  commands;  opening  the  pages  which  prejudice 
and  sin  have  closed;  bringing  before  the  Church  and  the 
world  those  precepts  which  condemn  impiety,  oppression, 
lawlessness,  and  the  mere  decencies  of  respectable  sinning. 

There  rests  on  us  as  members  of  the  church  of  Christ,  an 
obligation  to  know  all  that  we  can  of  the  truths  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble;  to  lay  them  up  in  our  memory,  so  as  to  be  perfectly 
assured  of  them  and  have  them  at  hand  whenever  needed, 
so  thoroughly  as  never  to  have  them  questioned  by  our  faith 
or  our  reason;  so  familiar  that  we  need  not  review  them; 
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that  they  may  become  parts  of  our  inner  life  and  conscious¬ 
ness. 

Go  on  unto  perfection  in  this  department  of  Christian 
duty.  Grow  in  divine  knowledge.  Be  established  in  the 
sublime  teachings  of  Christ.  Walk  with  God  in  high  and 
holy  thought.  Gird  yourselves  with  truth  as  with  armor. 
Truth  exalts,  truth  makes  free,  truth  chases  away  darkness, 
truth  is  God’s  light,  God’s  power,  God’s  weapon  and  the 
soul’s  weapon  against  sin  and  the  adversary.  Truth  binds 
the  assaulted  spirit  to  infinite  strength.  The  more  truth  we 
get,  and  use,  and  feel,  and  love,  and  follow,  the  nearer  we 
approach  God — the  closer  is  our  intimacy  with  the  perfect 
life.  “  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth.” 

IT.  Christian  progress  toward  perfection  consists  also  in  in¬ 
creasing  purity  of  thought  and  tenderness  of  feeling.  Here 
doctrine  has  much  to  do.  First  comes  truth  in  the  order 
of  mental  action,  then  feeling.  Right  belief  contributes  to 
healthful  sentiment.  A  man  may  indeed  have  an  ortho¬ 
dox  belief;  his  creed  may  embrace  the  whole  evangelical 
system;  and  yet  his  sentiments  and  feelings  be  utterly 
worldly.  But  if  he  thoroughly  believes,  with  the  heart  as 
with  the  reason,  he  will  find  pure,  noble,  tender,  generous 
sentiment  springing  up  in  the  soul.  If  he  believes  in  the 
divine  holiness,  he  will  feel  his  own  guilt.  If  he  believes 
the  sovereign  rule  of  God,  he  will  be  likely  to  yield  an  af¬ 
fectionate  submission  and  obedience.  When  men  believed  in 
Mars  rather  than  in  Jehovah,  they  thought  more  of  ven¬ 
geance  and  blood  than  of  holiness  and  peace.  When  lust 
was  deified,  purity  and  continence  were  rare  virtues.  When 
men  believed  in  fate,  they  could  not  smooth  the  bed  of 
sorrow  and  of  death.  It  was  Christianity  that  taught  man¬ 
kind  to  love;  that  opened  hospitals  and  asylums.  It  was 
Christianity  that  formed  associations  for  the  poor,  the 
crazed,  the  feeble  and  abandoned.  It  is  Christianity  that 
now  visits  the  suffering  soldier  with  light  for  his  mind,  and 
bread,  apparel  and  medicine  for  his  body.  It  is  a  firm 
belief  in  virtue,  in  mercy,  in  the  example  and  work,  in 
the  life,  death,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  that  prompts 
devotion  to  dying  men,  that  speeds  the  agents  of  our  com¬ 
missions  to  the  camp,  the  hospital  and  the  battle-field,  that 
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they  may  mingle  with  the  glooms  of  death  the  raptures  of 
recovery;  that  the  living  may  be  made  strong  by  sympa¬ 
thy,  and  the  dead  be  embalmed  in  the  tears  of  pity.  It  is 
Christianity  that  awakens  the  purest  sentiments  of  love 
and  of  tenderness;  that  conquers  force  and  hate  by  compas¬ 
sion  ;  that  prays  for  the  sufferer  though  he  be  an  enemy; 
that  utters  condemnation  against  every  form  of  tyranny, 
every  abuse  of  the  dependent  and  unfortunate.  It  looks 
with  awful  sadness  and  rebuke  on  the  man  who  despises 
his  poor  brother,  and  makes  him  a  prey.  It  stretches 
about  him  who  hath  no  helper  the  arm  of  Omnipotence.  It 
drops  its  warmest  tears  on  the  up-turned  brow  of  the  slave, 
and  softens  his  chains  with  the  oil  of  consolation.  The 
more  real  Christianity  we  have,  the  more  tender,  pure,  and 
full  of  charity  will  be  our  thoughts  and  sentiments;  the 
more  will  the  heart  bleed  over  wrongs,  over  human  delu¬ 
sions,  over  dying  men,  over  enthralled  bodies  and  souls; 
the  more  horrible  will  war  appear,  and  its  awful  causes, 
which  are  the  passions  and  tyrannies  of  men;  the  more  shall 
we  mourn  in  view  of  evil,  and  rejoice  in  view  of  right. 

We  are  not  now  in  danger  of  losing  a  healthful  sentiment 
by  the  influence  of  a  pagan  philosophy,  but  by  the  busy 
and  agitating  present,  by  the  rush  of  enterprise  and  the 
din  of  war,  by  our  interest  in  the  national  condition. 
There  is  danger  that  our  patriotism  displace  our  piety,  that 
we  forget  the  better  country  and  heavenly  in  the  pressure 
and  peril  of  the  earthly.  And  yet,  thus  far  it  is  a  matter  of 
thankfulness  that,  while  we  have  not  been  behind  as  a 
church  in  the  claims  laid  upon  us  by  our  suffering  soldiery, 
nor  in  our  feelings  and  our  principles  of  attachment  to  our 
Government,  nor  in  our  zeal  to  defend  the  true,  loyal  sen¬ 
timent  and  action,  nor  in  our  condemnation  of  treason  and 
its  rooted  and  desperate  cause,  nor  in  giving  our  money, 
our  time  and  our  sons  at  the  country’s  call, — we  have  also 
had  encouraging  attendance  in  the  sanctuary,  serious,  ten¬ 
der  souls  in  the  hour  of  worship,  occasional  conversions,  con¬ 
stant  accessions  to  our  communion,  promptness  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  all  our  religious  interests,  and  the  spirit,  of  giving 
more  largely  than  ever  for  the  great  instrumentalities  of 
the  church  of  God. 

We  have  learned  this  year,  if  we  did  not  know  it  before, 
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that  warfare,  fierce  and  terrible  as  it  is,  does  not  of  necessi¬ 
ty  expel  the  sense  of  sacredness,  nor  keep  the  soul  away 
from  God;  that  we  can  visit  hospitals,  give  bread  to  the 
hungry,  apply  balm  to  the  soldier’s  wounds,  make  clothing 
for  sufferers  in  the  camp,  listen  to  discourses*on  the  sani¬ 
tary  commission,  and  in  favor  of  good  government  and  free¬ 
dom  for  all  who  are  in  bonds,  and  at  the  same  time  keep 
a-going  the  sacred  machinery  of  the  church,  meet  for 
prayer,  labor  for  all  good  institutions,  and  invite  the  pre¬ 
sence  and  the  grace  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  And  here  we 
take  occasion  to  give  back  the  charge  to  those  who  in  their 
disloyalty  have  often  made  it,  that  churches  and  ministers 
who  interest  themselves  in  the  condition  of  the  country, 
who  speak  and  pray  for  the  Government,  for  the  war  and 
for  the  African  against  whom  such  monstrous  and  sinful 
prejudice  exists,  are  cold  and  jejune  and  without  life  in  the 
loftier  service  of  God.  We  know  that  the  reverse  is  true. 
The  annals  of  revivals  during  the  past  year  will  demon¬ 
strate  to  those  who  read  them,  that  churches  have  been 
most  blest  wherein  the  spirit  of  freedom,  of  a  whole  nation¬ 
ality,  and  of  loyalty  to  the  Government  has  been  warm, 
constant  and  unrestrained.  The  work  of  grace  going  on 
now  in  a  neighboring  church  is  proof  of  what  I  say,  and  a 
revival  in  Wilmington  the  most  powerful  almost  ever 
known,  was  in  a  church  distinguished  for  its  out-spoken 
attachment  to  the  great  cause  for  which  the  free  states  are 
at  war.  The  same  is  true  of  churches  in  New  England, 
Ohio,  and  in  states  farther  westward.  We  are  sure  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  does  not  desert  men  for  loyalty  to  the 
powers  that  be.  He  does  not  depart  from  those  who  love 
the  poor,  and  labor  with  a  right  spirit  for  the  liberties  of 
man.  Devotion  to  the  Government  is  an  element  of  reli¬ 
gion.  The  spirit  of  liberty  is  the  spirit  of  the  gospel. 

III.  We  have  already  encroached  on  the  third  line  in 
which  we  are  to  go  on  unto  perfection — namely — in  practi¬ 
cal  character  and  life. 

Truth  is  not  alone  to  be  seen  and  believed.  It  is  also 
to  be  felt,  to  become  the  source  of  true  sentiment  and  feel¬ 
ing.  Nor  is  this  all.  It  reaches  not  its  end  and  object  un¬ 
til  it  be  embodied  in  deeds — in  character.  The  grand  pur¬ 
pose  of  Christianity  in  the  world  is  to  enshrine  itself  in 
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human  life,  to  take  up  its  abode  in  the  social  and  individual 
condition,  to  reveal  itself  in  what  men  say  and  do  as  well  as 
think,  to  prompt  beneficence,  to  subdue  passion,  to  dictate 
forgiveness,  to  control  mutual  relations  in  the  social  state, 
to  sooth  sorrows,  to  restrain  violence,  to  give  order,  to 
scatter  flowers  in  the  path  of  the  wanderer  and  breathe 
sweet  music  into  the  laborer’s  ear,  to  whisper  hope  to  the 
despairing,  and  win  the  impure  to  holiness.  The  gospel 
comes  into  the  world  to  create  revolution  in  ideas  and  prac¬ 
tices  ;  to  sever  mind  from  the  dead  past  and  set  it  on  the 
path  of  the  future ;  to  teach  man  his  progressive  being, 
and  help  him  in  his  march.  It  will  have  reformations.  It 
has  a  goal  in  prophecy,  and  would  make  that  prophecy  his¬ 
torical.  It  would  gently  draw  the  world  out  of  its  old 
chains  and  heal  the  wounds  they  have  worn  into  it. 

“Religion’s  all,  descending  from  the  skies, 

To  wretched  man,  the  goddess  in  her  left 
Holds  out  this  world,  and  in  her  right  the  next, 

She  gives  the  soul  a  soul  that  acts — a  God.” 

Onward  then,  onward  unto  perfection.  You  have  done 
much  the  past  year  for  religion,  for  humanity,  but  you  can 
do  more  this  year.  You  will  do  more.  Doing  makes  its  own 
work  easy.  Action  grows  into  intenser  action.  Liberality 
pays  itself  by  liberality.  Love,  pity,  benevolence  carry 
with  them  their  own  rewards.  For  your  encouragement  I 
will  set  before  you  what  our  church  and  congregation  have 
done  in  the  way  of  benevolence  and  Christian  effort  during 
the  year  in  review.  We  have  paid  of  subscriptions  to  the 


building  fund,  ------  $12,195.00 

Pew  rents,  ------  2,263.33 

Collections  and  donations  for  church  expenses,  257.59 

For  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  -  425.00 

Church  extension  (or  H.  M.)  -  -  -  177.37 

Education  Board,  -----  92.31 

Publication  Board,  .  -  -  -  61.80 

For  Sabbath  School,  -----  90.50 

Am.  S.  S.  Union,  (by  two  of  our  members,)  125.00 

Sessional  Fund,  -  -----  20.00 

Collection  for  soldiers,  -  43.80 

For  the  freedmen,  -----  40.00 

For  the  American  Presbyterian,  -  -  500.00 
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For  families  injured  by  accident  at  the  New  Church,  113.00 
For  other  churches,  -----  562.00 

Furnishing  Church,  -----  515.00 


$17,481.70 

Nor  is  this  all.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  many 
of  the  donations  which  in  your  modesty  some  of  you  have 
made.  Of  this  large  sum,  $2,140,28  have  been  contributed 
for  objects  of  benevolence  outside  of  our  particular  church. 
Nor  has  the  abundant  measure  diminished  aught  from  your 
usual  largess  to  your  pastor  and  his  family.  “  Verily, 
the  Lord  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.”  Our  cause  is  self-sus¬ 
taining.  We  have  paid  all  debts  and  have  something  to  spare. 
We  will  therefore  thank  God  and  take  courage.  We  thank 
him  for  mutual  harmony,  for  the  liberal  spirit  he  has  given 
us,  for  the  prosperity  he  confers  and  continues,  for  his  pre¬ 
sence  and  grace.  And  yet  we  would  be  humble.  We  do 
not  deserve  this  prosperity.  Oh,  that  the  goodness  of  God 
might  lead  us  to  deeper  repentance.  Let  us  go  on  unto 
perfection,  to  higher  fields  of  sacred  truth,  to  the  pos¬ 
session  of  purer,  tenderer  sentiments  toward  man,  to  the 
completeness  of  character  and  duty.  Our  life  together  for 
three  years  has  been  one  of  harmony  to  this  hour.  If 
there  has  ever  been  a  discordant  note,  it  vibrated  itself  to 
rest.  If  we  have  not  always  in  all  things  thought  alike, 
we  have  had  manliness,  and  I  trust  piety  enough  to  allow 
of  honest  differences. 

We  have  been  called  to  lay  only  two  of  our  members 
in  the  grave,  during  the  year  in  review.  Of  these,  one 
was  good  Mrs.  Fennimore,  who  united  with  our  church 
on  the  16th  of  May  of  last  year,  and  on  the  24th  of  No¬ 
vember  departed  this  life  in  calm  and  cheerful  faith.  The 
other  was  our  dear  young  friend,  Miss  Emily  M.  Logan, 
who  united  with  us  December  8th,  1860,  and  ascended  to 
the  church  triumphant  November  ,6th,  1862.  Does  she 
not  now  look  down  on  us  from  her  beatitude?  Some 
of  you  have  had  anxious  days  and  nights  for  sons  in  the 
field  of  war;  but  those  days  are  ended,  and  you  now  either 
rejoice  in  their  return,  or  bless  God  for  their  safety.  Others 
among  you  have  been  summoned  to  the  graves  of  your 
little  children,  and  felt  in  your  broken  hearts  the  balm  of 
promise,  that  they  are  “not  lost,  but  gone  before.”  All  these 
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Shone  and  awoke  the  strong  desire 
For  love  and  knowledge  gained  not  here, 

And  freed  from  death,  these  souls  of  lire 
Spring  to  that  fairer,  ampler  sphere. 

There  who  shall  tell  how  deep,  how  bright 
The  abyss  of  glory  opens  round, 

How  thought  and  feeling  flow  like  light, 

Through  ranks  of  being  without  bound  ? 

We  would  know  that  each  member  of  our  church  is 
making  daily  progress  toward  the  standard  of  holiness  set 
before  us  in  our  Lord;  that  the  whole  church  has  entered 
on  a  path  which  shall  grow  brighter  and  brighter  unto  the 
perfect  day ;  and  that  our  nation  is  now  only  in  the  infancy 
of  its  strength,  its  virtues  and  its  development.  We  would 
hope  and  pray,  that  for  the  sake  of  Christianity,  and  liberty 
throughout  the  world,  our  Government  shall  wax  stronger 
every  day ;  that  it  will  sink  the  plowshare  of  destruction 
into  the  rank  soil  of  treason,  and  root  up  all  its  deadly 
growths ;  that  our  entire  population  shall  be  purer,  wiser, 
greater,  in  possession  of  every  social  virtue,  and  every 
Christian  quality. 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  those  who  have  come  to  hear 
us  during  the  year,  yea  through  all  the  years  of  our  minis¬ 
try  among  you,  and  are  still  unchanged,  still  in  sin  ?  Shall 
we  bid  you  go  on  unto  perfection  ?  to  utter  evil,  to  irreco¬ 
verable  ruin,  to  the  completeness  of  moral  death  ?  Why, 
0  why  do  you  not  come  to  Christ?  Why  do  you  not  yield 
to  the  voices  which  call  you?  Shall  another  year  find  you 
at  its  close,  as  far  from  God  ?  Shall  another  year  sing  its 
dirges  over  your  “Christless  graves?”  Rather  will  we  say, 
stop  now!  Turn  back  from  the  gate-way  of  death!  Fly 
to  the  cross,  for  the  storm  is  coming!  Seek  ye  the  Lord, 
FOR  LIFE  IS  WANING !  PROBATION  IS  ALMOST  SPENT  !  DEATH — 

THE  GRAVE - THE  JUDGMENT  AND  ETERNITY  ARE  IN  THE  TRAIN 

OF  THIS  SWIFT  HOUR!  START  FOR  LIFE;  THEN  GO  ON  UNTO  PER¬ 
FECTION. 


